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O  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
OUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ST.  HELENS. 


Lr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  St.  Helens 
>r  1941. 


As  in  the  preceding  war  years  the  Report  has  been  kept  as  short  as  possible, 
insistent  with  the  presentation  of  a  survey  of  the  health  of  the  town  and  the 
rtivities  of  the  Health  Department. 


Despite  the  strain  and  stress  of  war  time  living  and  the  rather  sunless 
laracter  of  the  year,  the  health  of  the  town,  as  judged  by  the  chief  mortality 
atistics,  and  the  incidence  of  the  more  important  infectious  diseases,  was  remark- 
}ly  good.  The  death  rate  of  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population  compares 
*ry  favourably  with  the  rate  of  13.4  for  the  previous  year,  and  the  Infant  Mortality 
ite  of  71.2  per  1,000  births  is  the  lowest  since  1938.  The  maternal  death  rate  for 
ie  year  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  St.  Helens.  It  is  also  very  satisfactory 
>  note  that  the  sharp  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
hich  occurred  in  1940,  was  not  continued  in  1941,  when  the  death  rate  for  this 
isease  was  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  borough. 


In  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
leasles  reported  were  the  lowest  for  10  years,  and  cases  of  Diphtheria  the  lowest 
>r  7  years.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  however.  Whooping  Cough  was 
ery  prevalent,  causing  15  deaths  during  the  year.  During  the  month  of  July  also 
tere  occurred  a  short  sharp  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever,  but  fortunately  this 
as  mild  in  character  and  had  no  fatalities. 


Despite  the  greatly  increased  duties  thrown  on  the  Department  by  war  time 
uties  and  constant  changes  in  staff,  there  has  been  practically  no  reduction  in  the 
ork  of  the  health  services  and  in  the  various  sections  of  the  Report  is  recorded  the 
msiderable  activities  of  the  Department. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  mothers  who  were  working  a  War-time  Nursery, 
'ith  accommodation  for  30  children  under  5  years  of  age,  was  opened  in  Hall  Street 
i  March.  This  has  proved  of  great  assistance  to  the  many  mothers  who  have 
sed  it,  but  I  would  suggest  that  any  further  nurseries  should  be  in  the  districts 
Tere  the  mothers  live. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
leir  help  and  consideration,  and  to  every  member  of  the  staff  I  would  express 
ly  hearty  appreciation  and  thanks  for  their  ever  willing  and  cheerful  assistance. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 


’anu  ary,  1943. 
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I. — GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (Acres) 

Estimated  Civilian  Population  mid-year  1941 
Rateable  Value 

Product  of  a  penny  rate 

7,95 

102,75 

£488,57 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

M. 

OF  THE 
F. 

YEAR  : 

Total 

Live  Births  : — Legitimate 

948 

903 

1,851 

Illegitimate 

34 

29 

63 

Totals  .  982  932  1,914 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population  18. 

Still  Births  M.  43,  F.  45  ;  Total  :  88. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  44. 

Deaths  -M.  644,  F.  525  ;  Total  :  1,169. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population  .  11. 


Number  of  women  dying  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
births 
0.49 
0.49 


0.98 


Deaths 


From  sepsis  .  1 

From  other  maternal  causes  1 

Totals  .  2 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


M.  F. 

Legitimate  .  77  60 

Illegitimate  .  1  — 


Totals  .  78  60 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

„  Tuberculosis 


Total 

137 

1 


138 


71.2 

73.1 

15.9 

2 

15 

13 

69 


POPULATION. — -According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  th 
mid-- 1941  civilian  population  was  102,750.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  4,45; 
from  the  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1938,  the  decrease  being  attributed  t 
the  large  movements  of  population  that  have  occurred  since  the  outbreak  of  wa 
Against  these  figures  it  may  be  noted  that  the  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  745  in  1941  and  472  in  1940. 


BIRTHS. — As  in  previous  war-time  years  two  figures  are  given  for  th 
number  of  births  belonging  to  St.  Helens.  These  are 

(a)  The  number  of  births  upon  which  the  birth  rate  is  calculated.  This  is  th 
total  number  of  births  amongst  mothers  whose  usual  place  of  residence 
St.  Helens,  whether  the  birth  occurred  in  St.  Helens  or  not.  According  i 
the  Registrar  General’s  assignment  the  number  of  births  in  this  categoi 
assignable  to  St.  Helens  for  1941  was  1,914. 
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b)  The  number  of  births  upon  which  the  infant  and  maternal  mortalities  are 
calculated.  In  this  case  births  are  assigned  to  the  area  in  which  the  mother 
may  be  temporarily  residing  as  a  result  of  the  war.  According  to  this  assign¬ 
ment  the  number  of  births  assignable  to  St.  Helens  for  1941  was  1,933. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  calculated  as  above  was  18.6  per  1,000  of  the 
>opulation  as  compared  with  18.0  for  the  previous  year.  Illegitimate  births  were 
i.3%  of  the  total. 


i 

j, 
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DEATHS.— The  number  of  civilian  deaths  assigned  to  St.  Helens  for 
he  year  was  1,169.  In  calculating  this  figure  allowance  has  been  made,  as  in  the 
:ase  of  births,  for  the  persons  temporarily  residing  away  from  home  on  account 
>f  the  war.  In  such  cases  the  death  is  not  assigned  to  the  area  of  usual  residence, 
)ut  is  assigned  to  the  area  of  temporary  residence.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the 
)orough  for  1941  was  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population,  as  compared  with 
.3.4  per  1,000  for  1940.  Owing  to  the  great  vaiiety  of  local  population  move- 
nents  and  the  uneven  incidence  of  civilian  war  deaths,  the  Registrar  General 
loes  not  now  issue  a  factor  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  might  be  adjusted  to  a 
igure  representing  the  rate  of  mortality  that  would  have  occurred  if  the  age  and 
;ex  distribution  in  St.  Helens  had  been  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales 
is  a  whole.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  for  1941  was  12.9. 


Coroner’s  Inquests.— During  the  year,  124  deaths  were  reported  to  the 
Coroner.  In  60  of  these  the  Coroner  was  able  without  an  inquest  to  issue  a  certi- 
icate  attributing  the  death  to  natural  causes. 

Causes  of  Death. — Figures  relating  to  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death 
luring  the  year  are  given  in  Table  1. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  69  deaths 
luring  the  year— that  is  5.90%  of  all  deaths  belonging  to  the  borough.  Of  these 
ieaths,  46  were  attributable  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  23  to  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis.  The  ages  at  which  these  deaths  occurred  are  shown  in  Table  1. 


Malignant  Diseases.— The  deaths  from  these  diseases  during  the  past 
five  years  were  as  follows  : — 


AGE 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Under  1  year  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5  years  . . 

1 

— 

— 

- • 

■ - 

5—15  ,, . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

15-45  „ . 

13 

15 

9 

1! 

7 

45-65  „ . 

60 

65 

58 

62 

66 

65  and  over  . 

70 

75 

63 

63 

65 

Totals . 

144 

155 

130 

136 

138 

Percentage  of  the  total  deaths 

11.05 

12.67 

10.50 

9.79 

11.8 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 
Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population, 

1.34 

1 .45 

1.22 

1.32 

1.34 

England  and  Wales 

1.63 

1.66 

1.67 

1 .72 

1.77 

There  would  appear  to  be  no  relationship  between  the  incidence  of  malignant 
diseases  and  industrial  processes  in  St.  Helens. 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  treatment  facilities  during  1941. 


Infant  Mortality.— During  1941  there  were  138  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age.  This  corresponds  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  / 1.2  per  1,000 
births.  The  infant  death  rate  for  1940  was  73.2. 

Further  reference  to  this  subject  is  made  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Section. 
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Table  1. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  1941. 


Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0—1 

1  — 

At  1 

5— 

^ges  | 

15-  1 

45— 

65— 

All  Causes  . 

M 

F 

644  i 
525 

78 

60 

24 

21 

19 

17 

80 

59 

187 

130 

256 

238 

Typhoid  and  parat.  fevers 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  .  . . 

M 

F 

3 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

7 

8 

3 

4 

2 

4 

2  * 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

M 

F 

6 

7 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

Tub.  of  resp.  sys.  . 

M 

F 

31 

15 

— 

— 

2 

20 

13 

11 

— 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

M 

F 

11 

12 

2 

3 

1 

4 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases  . 

M 

F 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Influenza  . 

M 

F 

6 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

3 

Measles  . 

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph . 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ac.  inf.  enceph.  . 

M 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav  and  Oesoph.  (M.), 

uterus  (F.)  . 

M 

F 

13 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

9 

4 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

M 

F 

17 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

7 

8 

7 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

M 

F 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

M 

F 

44 

33 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

26 

13 

15 

16 

Diabetes 

M 

F 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . 

M 

F 

42 

49 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

17 

29 

31 

Fleart  Disease  . 

M 

F 

143 

101 

— 

— 

— 

10 

9 

48 

30 

85 

62 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system 

M 

F 

15 

7 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

9 

4 

Bronchitis 

M 

F 

36 

32 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

16 

5 

14 

*13 

Pneumonia 

M 

F 

54 

36 

19 

13 

5 

7 

2 

1 

8 

6 

11 

7 

9 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

M 

F 

8 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

M 

F 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

M 

F 

8 

5 

7 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

M 

F 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

_ 

Other  digestive  disorders 

M 

F 

15 

18 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nephritis 

M 

F 

16 

17 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

5 

10 

12 

7 


I  able  1  — continued. 


Causes  of  Death 

All 

At  Ages 

Sex 

Ages 

0—1 

1  — 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65— 

Puer.  and  post-abort,  sepsis  . 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Prem.  birth  . 

M 

12 

12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

F 

12 

12 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis.  . 

M 

27 

24 

2 

1 

F 

13 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide . 

M 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Road  traffic  acc.  . 

M 

8 

- 

1 

3 

1 

3 

F 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  violent  causes  .  . 

M 

31 

_ 

2 

10 

14 

5 

F 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

All  other  causes  . 

M 

73 

2 

3 

3 

12 

7 

46 

F 

73 

2 

3 

3 

10 

13 

42 

T  otals  ....  . 

1 

1169 

138 

45 

36 

139 

317 

494 

II.— METEOROLOGY. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  measured  at  the  Victoria  Park  Observatory, 
was  26.33  inches,  and  as  recorded  at  Eccleston  Hill  Waterworks  26.97  inches. 

The  sunshine  recorder  at  the  Victoria  Park  Observatory  recorded  1,086 
tours  of  sunshine  during  1941.  The  greatest  duration  of  sunshine  on  any  one 
lay  was  13|  hours  on  1 1th  July.  There  were  130  sunless  days  during  the  year. 

The  highest  temperature  in  the  shade  during  the  year  was  on  the  22nd  June 
vhen  it  reached  85.6°  F.,  and  the  lowest  was  11°  F.  on  the  17th  February. 

The  special  gauge  maintained  in  the  centre  of  the  town  for  the  collection 
and  measurement  of  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  showed  the  total  solids 
deposited  in  St.  Helens  from  the  atmosphere  during  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1942,  to  be  15,363  metric  tons  per  100  square  kilometres,  or  approximately 
1,380  pounds  per  acre. 


III.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

General  Observations.— With  the  exception  of  a  widespread  epidemic 
of  whooping  cough  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  year,  and  a  small  epidemic  oi 
[para-typhoid  fever  during  the  summer  months,  the  year  1941  showed  a  remarkably 
/low  incidence  in  the  occurrence  of  communicable  diseases.  Recoided  cases  of 
jscarlet  fever,  measles  and  diphtheria  were  the  lowest  for  many  years,  and  cases  of 
[cerebro-spinal  fever,  which  had  shewn  a  sharp  increase  during  1940,  were  mucn 
ireduced  in  number,  though  still  more  numerous  than  in  pre-war  years. 

Table  2  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year,  the  total 
[number  of  deaths  which  occurred,  and  the  numbers  admitted  to  the  Corporation 

(Hospitals. 

Table  3  gives  the  age  distribution  of  the  cases  notified,  and  Table  1  the  age 
distribution  of  the  deaths  which  occurred.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during 
each  week  of  the  year  is  shown  in  Table  4,  and  the  number  or  notifications  each 

year  during  the  past  10  years  is  seen  in  fable  5. 
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Table  2. 


Infectious  Diseases,  1941— Total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of 
cases  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths. 


DISEASE 

Notifications 

received 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

186 

171 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

252 

252 

13 

Measles  . 

601 

7 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1005 

15 

15 

Enteric  Fever  . 

49 

48 

1 

Dysentery  . 

88 

- - 

5 

Erysipelas  . 

28 

4 

— ■ 

Pneumonia  . 

134 

1 

90 

Typhus  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

13 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

9 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

4 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

4 

1 

3 

Cerebro-Spma!  Fever  . 

25 

20 

5 

Malaria  . 

“ 

Table  3. 

Age  distribution  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1941. 


DISEASE 

Notifications  1 
received. 

Under  1 

1- 

2— 

3- 

4— 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

,5— 

65- 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

_ 

— 

— - 

r 

r 

_ 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

186 

4 

5 

18 

22 

27 

79 

16 

6 

9 

- . 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

252 

3 

5 

13 

22 

27 

104 

37 

19 

17 

3 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

601 

36 

59 

69 

84 

78 

247 

21 

o 

3 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

Whooping  Cough . 

1005 

102 

116 

171 

164 

115 

321 

13 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . 

49 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

10 

10 

7 

12 

4 

2 

- - 

Dysenterv  . 

88 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

20 

26 

8 

Erysipelas  . 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ 

2 

6 

6 

12 

2 

Pneumonia 

134 

18 

13 

6 

11 

5 

15 

3 

6 

14 

13 

21 

9 

I  yphus  Fever 

— 

- . 

— 

— 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

9 

2 

_ 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

9 

9 

— 

— 

. 

_ 

. 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— — * 

. 

4 

. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ , 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

25 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

_ 

Malaria 

1 

' 

• 

~~ 

— 

SMALLPOX.-  No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year.  Vacci 
nation  returns  shew  that  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year  1940,  68.3%  o 
those  who  had  survived  had  been  vaccinated  by  the  31st  January,  1942,  leavin; 
31.7 /0  unvaccinated,  of  which  25.7%  were  conscientious  objectors.  The  per 
centage  of  conscientious  objectors  from  the  previous  year  was  25.3. 

t  FEVER.  1  he  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  durin: 

the  year  (186)  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1932.  The  cases  were  in  genera 
very  mild  in  type  and  uncomplicated.  There  was  only  one  death  The  averag 
duration  of  slay  in  hospital  of  all  cases  was  30.3  days  as  compared  with  35.5  day 
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Table  4. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

notified  each  week  in  1941. 


Week 

Ending 

|  Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

|  Whooping 

Cough 

Enteric 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Typhus 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

i 

Poliomyelitis  | 

Encephalitis 

i  Lethargica 

Cerebro- 

Spinal  Fever 

fan. 

4 

3 

8 

33 

46 

— 

— 

— 

5 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

11 

_ 

1 

4 

24 

68 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

2 

10 

47 

80 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

25 

— 

4 

3 

20 

46 

— 

1 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

7eb. 

1 

— 

3 

7 

39 

71 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

1 

4 

19 

50 

— 

10 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

2 

5 

24 

47 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

>  > 

22 

— 

1 

3 

21 

52 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tar. 

1 

— 

3 

11 

19 

48 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

2 

9 

12 

30 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

6 

5 

22 

38 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

22 

— 

2 

12 

6 

45 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

29 

— 

3 

4 

14 

30 

— 

3 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\pr. 

5 

— 

5 

4 

4 

22 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

3 

12 

— 

2 

4 

11 

25 

— 

5 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

» » 

19 

— 

3 

8 

12 

18 

— 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

— 

3 

3 

10 

26 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1  Vlav 

3 

— 

2 

1 

11 

29 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

— 

1 

1 

20 

38 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

3 

8 

22 

19 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

— 

7 

21 

27 

— 

2 

■*— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

31 

— 

7 

7 

14 

14 

— 

— 

1 

— r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fune 

7 

5 

4 

26 

5 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

14 

— 

2 

2 

15 

8 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

4 

2 

8 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

28 

— 

— 

6 

14 

17 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

fuly 

5 

— 

2 

3 

19 

21 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

3 

3 

12 

5 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

19 

— 

2 

4 

14 

8 

19 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

— 

5 

4 

11 

6 

5 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

\ug. 

2 

— 

5 

4 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

- T 

— 

— 

9 

— 

1 

1 

6 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

3 

3 

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

23 

— 

— 

2 

6 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . — 

30 

— 

4 

8 

9 

8 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

?ept 

6 

— 

4 

6 

2 

5 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

2 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

5 

5 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dct. 

4 

— 

8 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

11 

— 

13 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

6 

6 

— 

2 

.  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

’ 

25 

— 

7 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

^ov. 

1 

— 

4 

8 

_ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

4 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

— 

3 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

22 

— 

2 

4 

4 

2 

— 

4 

1 

5 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: 

5  >> 

Dec. 

29 

6 

— 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

7 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

20 

— 

6 

11 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

>» 

an. 

. 

27 

3 

— 

10 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

7 

8 

2 

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

— 

186 

252 

601 

1005 

49 

88 

28 

134 

13 

9 

4 

4 

25 

10 


Table  5. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  under¬ 
mentioned  years. 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

147 

281 

286 

543 

590 

671 

577 

995 

221 

186 

Diphtheria  . 

86 

203 

231 

225 

482 

463 

437 

479 

287 

252 

Measles 

512 

4092 

1177 

1416 

1569 

992 

1776 

265 

3057 

601 

Whooping  Cough  . 

394 

1580 

185 

1032 

i02 

880 

500 

361 

403 

1005 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

11 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

49 

Dysentery  . 

15 

1 

1 

— 

10 

3 

19 

— 

9 

88 

Erysipelas  . 

58 

80 

77 

70 

92 

63 

53 

46 

34 

28 

Pneumonia  . 

308 

469 

234 

295 

307 

275 

128 

1 18 

123 

134 

Typhus  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

2 

10 

9 

8 

7 

"\-3I 

32 

15 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

8 

12 

19 

14 

17 

29 

/ 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

7 

6 

7 

14 

12 

8 

8 

7 

9 

9 

Poliomyelitis . 

— 

12 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

17 

10 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

45 

25 

Malaria  . 

DIPHTHERIA.— The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  in  194. 1 
(252)  was  less  than  in  the  previous  year  (287)  and  shews  a  welcome  continuance 
of  the  decline  from  the  high  figures  of  the  years  1936  to  1939.  As  reported  in  im 
Report  for  1940,  an  intensive  Immunisation  Campaign  against  this  disease  was  com¬ 
menced  in  the  early  months  of  1941.  The  Campaign  included  increased  propa 
ganda  work  in  Toddlers’  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  it 
the  schools.  Also,  in  addition  to  the  special  Immunisation  Clinics  held,  immunisa¬ 
tion  was  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  at  specia 
sessions  in  schools.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory  as  shewn  by  the  following 
figures  which  give  the  number  of  children  immunised  through  the  Health  Depart 
ment  Services  during  the  past  5  years. 

Year  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941 


Number  Immunised  .  556  178  708  789  7716 

During  the  year  4  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  children  who  had  beei 
immunised.  In  these  cases  the  period  of  illness  was  notably  shortened  in  com 
parison  with  the  average  progress  in  non-immunised  children  and  recovery  occurrec 
in  all  without  complications. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — During  the  year  a  small  outbreak  of  Para-typhoi« 
B  Fever  occurred  involving  in  all  49  cases.  The  first  case  was  discovered  oi 
20/6/41.  This  patient  had  been  admitted  to  one  of  the  general  hospitals  in  th 
Borough  as  a  doubtful  case  of  Tuberculosis,  but  later  investigation  showed  th 
true  diagnosis.  As  the  patient  had  been  admitted  from  an  Urban  District  outsid 
the  Boiough,  circumstances  did  not  point  to  a  focus  of  infection  within  the  Boroug. 
itself.  Ten  days  later  however  (on  30/6/1941)  two  further  cases  were  discoverer 
in  the  Borough  and  the  circumstances  on  this  occasion  suggested  definite  origi: 
of  infection  in  St.  Helens.  As  a  result  of  these  cases  medical  practitioners  in  th 
town  weie  warned  and  further  cases  came  to  light.  Energetic  measures  of  investi 
gation  proved  tnat  the  infection  was  being  contracted  from  infected  cream  cake 
purchased  from  a  local  branch  shop  of  a  multiple  confectionery  firm,  and  b 
4/7/1941  it  was  established  that  the  outbreak  in  St.  Helens  was  part  of  a  wid 
epidemic  occurring  in  Liverpool  and  satellite  towns,  which  were  also  being  serve 
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1  branch  shops  of  the  same  multiple  firm.  The  investigations  also  showed  that 
veral  staff  members  in  a  local  branch  shop  had  contracted  the  disease  in  an 
imbulant”  form  and  had  become  carriers. 

In  all,  49  cases  occurred  in  St.  Helens,  the  last  notified  case  occurring  on 
!  i/7/41.  The  epidemic  therefore  waxed  and  waned  within  a  period  of  five  weeks. 

mongst  the  49  cases,  no  deaths  occurred  from  paratyphoid  fever,  although  one 
!  itient  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  suffering  from  the  disease,  died  from 
mcomitant  malignant  disease. 

Of  the  49  cases  diagnosed,  40  showed  clinical  signs  of  the  disease  and  9 
ere  late  cases,  showing  no  signs  of  disease  but  discovered  during  routine  examina- 
on  of  contacts  of  original  cases.  The  rapid  decline  in  the  incidence  of  the 
fidemic  and  the  marked  absence  of  true  secondary  cases  arising  from  “  missed  ” 
riginal  cases,  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  extensive  and  thorough  examination  of 
assible  contacts  of  the  disease.  152  examinations  of  contacts  were  carried  out 
y  Medical  Officers  and  included  the  employees  of  the  Corporation  Water  under¬ 
iking  following  the  discovery  of  an  “ambulant”  case  among  the  employees  in 
lat  Department. 

All  cases  were  finally  discharged  as  being  free  from  infection  as  far  as 
acteriological  tests  could  establish,  and  only  one  case  remained  a  positive  carrier 
)r  a  period  of  162  days.  This  case  was  eventually  rendered  non-in fectious  by 
le  administration  of  tetro-iodo-phenol-phthalein,  an  impirical  method  of  treat- 
lent  which  proved  successful  following  the  failure  of  other  accepted  intestinal 
isinfectants. 

MEASLES. — In  the  early  spring  months  there  was  a  continuation  of  the 
leasles  epidemic  of  the  previous  year,  but  this  swiftly  subsided  with  the  onset  of 
te  summer  months.  601  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  2  deaths  were 

Ctributed  to  this  disease. 

. 

The  hospital  and  nursing  facilities  offered  by  the  Corporation  were  utilised 
)r  a  number  of  cases.  7  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  District 
[urses  paid  109  visits  to  7  cases  for  Home  Nursing. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — A  widespread  and  severe  epidemic  of  Whooping 
lough  occurred  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  The  epidemic  gradually 
died  off  towards  the  autumn  months.  In  all  1,005  cases  occurred  during  the  year, 
ith  15  deaths. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— 13  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified 
uring  the  year. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— 9  cases  were  notified  during  the 
sar  and  all  recovered  with  vision  unimpaired. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS.— During  the  first  four  months 
f  1941  the  increased  prevalence  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  which  occurred  in  1940 
ras  continued.  Twenty  cases  were  notified  during  this  period.  This  was 
acceeded  by  a  sudden  drop  in  incidence  and  only  five  more  cases  occurred  during 
re  next  eight  months  of  the  year. 

Of  the  25  notified  cases,  20  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  These 
uses  were  mostly  severe  in  type  but  death  occurred  in  one  case  only,  this  being 
f  the  acute  fulminating  variety.  Of  the  remaining  five  notified  cases,  four  died. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 88  cases  of  Dysentry  were 
otified  during  1941  as  having  occurred  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  County  Mental 
lospital,  Rainhill. 

Only  small  numbers  of  other  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 
ear.  These  are  shown  in  Table  2. 
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BOROUGH  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. — During  the  year  there  was  g 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  this  hospital  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  lowered  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fevei 
and  Diphtheria  in  St.  Helens.  Owing,  however,  to  a  fairly  extensive  outbreak 
of  Diphtheria  in  the  area  served  by  the  Whiston,  Huyton  and  Prescot  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  46  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  case  of  Measles  were 
admitted  from  that  area  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year.  It 
was  also  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  re-open  the  Cubicle  Isolation  Block, 
which  had  been  closed  during  the  previous  year  owing  to  the  impracticability  ol 
protecting  it  against  the  results  of  enemy  aerial  attack,  as  the  limitation  of  accom¬ 
modation  imposed  by  its  closure  proved  a  handicap  to  the  hospital.  The  details 
of  admissions  and  discharges  are  shown  in  Table  6.  During  the  year  the  facilities 
for  the  treatment  of  scabies  and  infested  persons  in  the  old  discharge  block  were 
considerably  improved  and  515  cases  of  scabies  received  treatment  at  this  centre 
during  1941,  as  compared  with  147  in  the  previous  year. 


Table  6. 

Peasley  Cross  Isolation  Hospital. 
Hospital  Diagnoses  of  cases  treated  during  1941. 


DISEASE 

In  hospital 
Jan.  1st, 
1941 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

In  hospital 
Jan.  1st, 
1942 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

16 

176 

168 

1 

23 

Diphtheria  . 

39 

194 

170 

11 

52 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

2 

274 

261 

14 

1 

Mothers  with  sick  babies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Babies  with  sick  mothers 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . 

37 

637 

612 

26 

76 

AMBULANCE  PROVISION. — The  arrangements  for  ambulance  pro¬ 
vision  and  for  the  conveyance  of  bedding,  etc.,  remained  as  in  the  previous  year. 
During  the  year  the  total  distance  travelled  was  28,045  miles. 

DISINFECTION. — In  certain  infectious  diseases,  e.g.,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  etc.,  disinfection  of  home  premises  by  means  of 
Formalin  sprays  is  carried  out  by  disinfectors  from  the  Medical  Officer’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  bedding  and  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  are  disinfected  by  steam  or  other 
appropriate  method  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  During  the  year,  the 
disinfectors  dealt  with  633  premises  and  a  total  of  58,120  articles  were  disinfected 
at  the  Hospital. 


IV.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  majority  of  the  routine  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  at  the  Borough  Laboratory  at  the  Town  Hall 
but  bloods  for  the  Wasserman  reaction  and  specimens  of  an  unusual  nature  are’ 
examined  at  the  City  Laboratories,  Liverpool.  Table  7  shows  the  numbers  of 
specimens  dealt  with  during  1941. 
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Table  7. 


SPECIMENS. 

Results 

Number 

Received 

Positive 

Negative 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . 

4199 

261 

3938 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  . 

711 

253 

458 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  . 

7 

— 

*7 

§ 

Blood  for  Wasserman  Reaction  . 

152 

45 

107 

Films  for  Gonococci  . 

Pus  and  other  fluids  and  discharges  for  various 

172 

46 

126 

organisms  . 

231 

66 

165 

Other  Specimens  .  . 

709 

281 

428 

Total  . 

6181 

952 

5229 

Outfits  for  the  collection  of  specimens  of  sputa,  blood,  throat  swabs,  etc., 
e  supplied  free  of  charge. 

Specimens  requiring  chemical  analysis  are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Analyst 
:  his  laboratories,  and  during  the  past  year  255  informal  samples  of  milk  were 
ibjected  to  the  Gerber  Test  at  the  Borough  Laboratory.  In  1  of  the  latter 
.mples  the  test  indicated  deficiencies. 


V.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

INCIDENCE.— During  1941  formal  notifications  under  the  regulations 
ere  received  in  respect  of  81  cases  of  pulmonary  and  33  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
iberculosis.  In  addition  3  cases  of  pulmonary  and  3  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
iberculosis  were  transferred  to  St.  Helens  from  other  areas. 

A  further  8  new  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  department  from 
le  following  sources  : — 

Non - 

Pul  mo  n  ary  Pul  mo  n  ary 

Deaths  returns  of  cases  not  previously  notified  2  2 

Posthumous  notifications  .  1  3 

3  5 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  for  the  year  was  therefore  128,  of  which  87 
rere  pulmonary  and  41  non-pulmonary. 

At  the  end  of  1941  there  remained  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  480  cases 
V.  pulmonary  and  336  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  age  grouping  of  the  new  cases  and  of  the  deaths  that  occurred  during 
le  year  is  shown  in  Table  8. 

MORTALITY.— During  1941  there  were  referable  to  the  Borough  69 
eaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  giving  a  tuberculosis  death  rate  of  6.71  per 
0,000  of  the  population.  Of  these  deaths  46  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
ad  23  to  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

- 

The  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  are  shown  in  Table  8,  and  the 
umber  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  from  each  form  of  the  disease  since  1912  in 
able  9. 
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Table  8. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  during  1941. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1  to  5  years  . 

— 

— ■ 

6 

3 

— • 

— 

3 

— 

5  to  1 5  years  . 

1 

7 

5 

— 

2 

1 

4 

15  to  25  years  . 

14 

13 

5 

9 

11 

7 

3 

2 

25  to  35  years  . 

14 

8 

— 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

35  to  45  years  . 

11 

5 

1 

— 

5 

2 

2 

2 

45  to  55  years  . 

10 

— ' 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years  . 

65  -  .  . 

8 

1 

2 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

T  otals 

58 

29 

19 

22 

31 

15 

11 

12 

Table  9. 


Number  of  cases  notified  and  number  of  deaths  each  year, 

1912  to  1941. 


Year 

No.  of 
notification 

Primary 
s  received. 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  10,6(30 
of  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1912 

130 

91 

65 

9.27 

6.02 

1913 

253 

164 

100 

90 

10.05 

9.0 

1914 

207 

116 

113 

65 

11.2 

6.45 

1915 

203 

126 

99 

56 

10.7 

6.07 

1916 

189 

137 

127 

41 

14.1 

4.5 

1917 

198 

62 

121 

42 

13.3 

4.64 

1918 

144 

40 

107 

34 

•  11.8 

3.75 

1919 

150 

56 

99 

31 

9.8 

3.08 

1920 

221 

65 

82 

37 

7.9 

3.53 

1921 

179 

63 

102 

32 

9.7 

3.05 

1922 

167 

58 

78 

39 

7.3 

3.66 

1923 

141 

45 

85 

27 

8.0 

2.52 

1924 

154 

75 

118 

27 

10.8 

2.48 

1925 

141 

88 

97 

25 

8.8 

2.28 

1926 

140 

68 

91 

32 

8.2 

2.92 

1927 

129 

61 

74 

22 

6.5 

1.95 

1928 

139 

68 

84 

21 

7.6 

1.90 

1929 

130 

50 

91 

24 

8.3 

2.2 

1930 

119 

53 

73 

26 

6.7 

2.4 

1931 

110 

67 

103 

17 

9.5 

1.6 

1932 

141 

48 

72 

16 

6.7 

1.5 

1933 

107 

60 

79 

11 

7.3 

1.0 

1934 

94 

40 

72 

23 

6.7 

2.1 

1935 

83 

31 

65 

9 

6.0 

0.8 

1936 

75 

48 

72 

7 

6.7 

0.6 

1937 

87 

46 

60 

15 

5.6 

1 .4 

1938 

74 

35 

57 

13 

5.3 

1 .2 

1939 

57 

39 

49 

21 

4.6 

1 .9 

1940 

96 

44 

67 

12 

6.5 

1.2 

1941 

8! 

33 

46 

23 

4.5 

.  2.2 

Comparing  the  figures  shown  in  Table  9  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sharp  ris« 
that  occurred  in  1940,  in  both  the  incidence  of  and  death  rate  from  Dulmonar* 
tuberculosis,  was  not  continued  during  1941.  In  1941,  however,  the  death  ran 
for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  nearly  double  the  previous  year,  though  the 
numbei  of  new  cases  was  considerably  less.  The  increased  death  rate  for  non 
pulmonary  cases  was  mainly  due  to  an  increase  in  deaths  of  cases  suffering  from 
bone  and  joint  forms  of  the  disease.  There  was  during  1941  a  decrease  from  4  to  - 
in  the  deaths  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 
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Table  10, 


Record  of  work  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

during  the  years  1937-1941. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1 .  Cases  examined  for  the  first 
time  . 

262 

275 

232 

279 

257 

2.  New  contacts  examined  for  the 
first  time  . 

97 

83 

57 

40 

56 

3.  Cases  transferred  from  other  areas 
or  returned  after  discharge  from 
the  Register  . 

2 

11 

10 

11 

6 

Total  . 

361 

369 

299 

330 

319 

4.  Cases  and  contacts  diagnosed 
to  be  tuberculous  : 

Pulmonary —  Adults 

69 

63 

41 

75 

57 

,,  Children 

5 

5 

5 

4 

1 

Non-pulmonary — Adults 

10 

11 

9 

12 

8 

,,  Children 

22 

22 

19 

18 

14 

Total  . 

106 

101 

74 

109 

80 

3.  Contacts  diagnosed  to  be  tuber¬ 
culous  ( included  in  item  4) 

1 

I 

3 

— 

— 

6.  Removed  from  Dispensary 
Register  as  : — 

Non-tuberculous  . 

263 

254 

221 

240 

181 

Recovered  . 

37 

40 

25 

5 

5 

Dead  (all  causes)  . 

33 

62 

49 

51 

53 

Transferred  to  other  areas  or 
lost  sight  of  . 

22 

13 

9 

7 

6 

Total  . 

375 

369 

304 

303 

245 

7.  “  Recovered  ”  cases  restored  to 

Register  ( included  in  items  1 
and  4)  . 

_ 

. 

I 

8.  Cases  on  Dispensary  Register 
on  3 1  st  December  : — 

Diagnosis  completed  : 

Pulmonary —  Adults 

258 

254 

249 

222 

286 

,,  Children 

129 

126 

124 

125 

124 

Non-Pulmonary — Adults 

57 

61 

63 

72 

80 

„  Children 

192 

194 

191 

204 

211 

Diagnosis  not  completed  : 

Adults  . 

8 

7 

11 

21 

19 

Children  . 

10 

12 

11 

32 

30 

Total  . 

654 

654 

649 

676 

750 

9.  Pulmonary  cases  on  Register  on 
31st  December  which  were 
T.B.+  . 

135 

142 

139 

143 

136 

10.  Consultations  with  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  (personal  and  other) 

164 

206 

187 

163 

156 

1 1 .  Sputum  examinations . 

98 

121 

97 

193 

196 

1 2.  X-ray  examinations  . 

63  7 

940 

882 

1326 

1173 

13.  Home  visits  by  Tuberculosis 

Officer  . 

106 

118 

86 

79 

73 

1 4.  Home  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health 
Visitors  . 

1713 

1476 

1313 

984 

1231 

1 3.  Attendances  at  Dispensary . 

1368 

1 

1575 

1327 

1000 

939 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. — A  record  of  the  work  in  connectior 
with  the  dispensary  during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  Table  10.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  actual  cases  of  tuberculosis  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  before 
notification  in  1941  was  42.7  as  compared  with  62.4  in  1940.  Of  the  816  knowr 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  St.  Helens  701,  or  85.9%,  have  been  seen  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer,  and  of  the  128  new  cases  in  1941,  82,  or  64.0%,  were  examinee 
by  him. 

Included  in  the  257  cases  examined  for  the  first  time  at  the  Dispensary 
during  1941  were  52  doubtful  cases  referred  by  the  medical  boards  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  National  Service  for  the  opinion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Of 
these,  one  case,  previously  unknown  to  the  Department,  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  active  tuberculosis,  whilst  2  other  cases  were  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
though  in  both  the  disease  was  quiescent.  In  addition  to  these  special  examina¬ 
tions,  2  radiological  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Silicosis 
Board. 

Bronchography  was  performed  in  seven  cases  for  diagnostic  purpose  and 
the  final  diagnoses  in  these  cases  were  bronchiectasis  3,  carcinoma  2,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  2. 


During  1941  home  disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding  was  carried  out 
in  508  instances. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.— Cases  of  bone  and  joint 
tuberculosis  in  children  are  treated  under  the  Council’s  Orthopaedic  scheme. 
Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  orthopaedic  section  of  the  report.  Operative 
treatment  for  adult  cases  is  provided  as  and  when  required,  and  during  1941  one 
case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  sternum  and  ribs  was  dealt  with  at  the  Royal  Southern 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  and  one  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  ribs  at  one  of  the  local 
hospitals. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Liverpool  Corporation  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  lupus  at  their  heliotherapy  clinic  at  the  Belmont  Road  Institution  were 
continued,  and  three  patients  received  light  treatment  at  that  institution  with 
considerable  benefit. 


At  the  Claughton  Street  Clinic,  X-ray  therapy  was  utilized  in  22  cases  of 
tuberculous  adenitis  and  1  case  of  tuberculous  skin  affection,  the  attendances 
totalling  256  in  all.  In  addition  9  cases  with  discharging  sinuses  made  63  attend¬ 
ances  for  special  dressings  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse. 

During  1941,  patients  suffering  from  the  following  types  of  disease  received 
in-patient  treatment  at  various  institutions  : — 


Bones  and  Joints  .  30 

Abdominal  .  2 


Peripheral  Glands 


DENTAL  TREATMENT.  The  arrangements  for  dental  treatment 
remained  as  in  previous  years.  During  the  year  81  patients  were  treated  at  Eccles- 
ton  Hall  Sanatorium,  and  treatment  was  provided  for  9  dispensarv  cases. 
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INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT.— At  the  Council’s  Sanatorium  at 
'.ccleston  Hall  there  is  accommodation  for  75  patients,  and  practically  all  types  of 
ases,  except  acute  surgical  cases,  are  dealt  with  at  that  Institution. 

During  the  year,  103  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium,  82  were 
ischarged,  and  21  died.  The  average  length  of  stay  of  the  patients  who  were 
ischarged  was  232  days,  and  of  those  who  died,  133  days.  Of  the  21  who  died, 
had  been  in  the  Sanatorium  for  less  than  8  weeks. 

During  the  year  31  patients  were  undergoing  collapse  therapy  in  the  form 
f  artificial  pneumothorax.  12  inductions  were  performed  and  2  unsuccessfully 
itempted.  Refills  totalled  689,  including  226  performed  on  out-patients.  12 
atients  received  courses  of  injections  of  gold  salts  or  calcium,  administered  either 
itravenously  or  intramuscularly.  All  treatment  is  controlled  by  serial  X-ray 
lamination,  460  of  which  were  done  at  the  Sanatorium,  and  blood  sedimentation 
;sts,  of  which  1,019  were  performed  during  the  year. 

Thoracic  surgery  also  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  treatment, 
►uring  the  year,  1 1  cases  were  transferred  temporarily  to  either  the  Royal  Southern 
[ospital,  Liverpool,  or  to  one  of  the  local  hospitals  and  the  following  operations 
srformed  : 

2  Thoracoplasty  operations. 

1  Extra  pleural  pneumothorax. 

4  Thoracoscopy  and  division  of  adhesions. 

4  Phrenic  nerve  operations. 

The  Sanatorium  school  provides  education  for  child  inmates  able  to  attend, 
id  bedside  tuition  is  given  to  those  medically  fit  to  benefit  therefrom. 

In  addition  to  the  accommodation  at  the  Council’s  Eccleston  Hall  Sana- 
irium,  4  beds  are  reserved  at  the  Liverpool  Sanatorium,  Delamere,  for  early 
almonary  cases,  and  an  average  of  7  beds  are  kept  in  constant  use  at  the  Leasowe 
pen- Air  Hospital  for  Children,  for  non-pulmonary  cases. 


VL— VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  and  for  bacteriological  examinations  of 
•ecimens,  remained  as  in  previous  years. 

An  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out,  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Venereal 
iseases  Centre,  is  shown  in  Table  11. 

There  was  no  increase  in  the  incidence  of  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea,  the  numbers 
'  cases  of  both  diseases  being  the  lowest  for  many  years. 


VII.— NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  alterations  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  general  nursing  arrange- 
mts  or  hospital  facilities,  and  these  remain  as  detailed  in  the  Report  for  1938. 
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Table  11. 

Record  of  work  carried  out  at  or  in  connection  with  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Centre  during  1941. 


Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

I.  Number  of  cases  on  1st 
January  under  treatment 
or  observation . 

!  10 

23 

15 

2 

10 

40 

50 

2.  Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  register  during 
any  previous  year  which 
returned  during  the  year 
under  report  for  treatment 
or  observation  of  the  same 
infection  . 

i 

2 

2 

2 

3.  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  under  report  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  cases  under 
Item  4)  . 

3 

6 

22 

12 

14 

53 

39 

71 

110 

4.  Number  of  cases  dealt 
with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  under 
report  known  to  have 
received  treatment  at  other 
Centres  for  the  same  in¬ 
fection  . 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  of  Items  1 , 2,  3  and  4 . 

14 

29 

— 

— 

22 

29 

14 

55 

50 

113 

163 

3.  Number  of  cases  dis¬ 
charged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final 
tests  of  cure  . 

2 

3 

7 

2 

14 

52 

23 

57 

80 

6.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  before 
completion  of  treatment. 

5 

9 

2 

7 

7 

16 

23 

7.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  after  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment  but 
before  final  tests  of  cure 

3 

6 

3 

6 

9 

8.  Number  of  cases  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  centres  or 
to  institutions,  or  to  care 
of  private  practitioners  . 

2 

6 

7 

3 

9 

9 

18 

9.  Number  of  cases  remain¬ 
ing  under  treatment  or 
observation  on  31st  Dec¬ 
ember  . 

5 

11 

3 

11 

3 

8 

25 

33 

Totals  of  Items  3,  6,  7,  8  and 
9 . 

14 

29 

— 

— 

22 

29 

14 

55 

50 

113 

163 

1 0.  Number  of  attendances — 
(a)  for  individual  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  medical 
officers  . 

100 

177 

94 

54 

19 

108 

213 

339 

552 

(b)  for  intermediate 
treatment,  e.g.,  irri¬ 
gation,  dressing 

9 

— 

— 

— 

125 

806 

17 

78 

151 

884 

1035 

Total  Attendances  . 

1 

109 

177 

— 

— 

219 

860 

36 

186 

364 

1223 

i  587 
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Table  1  1— continued . 


In-patients  : — 

(a) Total  number  of  persons 

admitted  for  treatment 
during  the  year . 

(b)  Aggregate  number  of 
“  in-patient  days  ”  of 
treatment  given 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

!  Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 

T 

otals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  otal 

1  Number  of  cases  of  con- 

2  genital  syphilis  in  Item  3 
|  above  classified  according 

<  to  age  periods  . 

Under 

1  year 

i  and  under 

5  years 

3  and 
153 

under 

rears 

13  years 
and  over 

Tot 

als 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

VIII.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS.— Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts, 
3 2,009  live  births  and  94  still-births  were  notified  during  the  year.  For  these, 
31,971  notifications  were  received  from  midwives  and  132  from  doctors.  The 
1  total  number  of  live  births  registered  as  belonging  to  St.  Helens  for  the  year  was 
31,914  as  compared  with  1,861  in  1940,  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  18.6 
:per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  18.0  per  1,000  during  1940,  17.3 
in  1939,  18.2  in  1938,  18.6  in  1937,  and  18.3  in  1936. 


INFANT  MORTALITY.— The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1941  was  71.2 
per  1,000  births  and  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1938.  The  average  for  the 
five  years  1937—1941  was  77.3.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1941  was  59  per  1,000  births,  and  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including  London,  was  71. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  1941  were  as  follows  : — 

Congenital  debility,  malformation  and  premature  birth  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles . 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  . 

Other  Digestive  diseases  . 

Influenza  . 

Other  causes  of  violence 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Other  forms  T.B . 

Other  defined  diseases  . . 


60 

32 

6 

7 
12 

8 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

4 


138 


20 


STILL-BIRTHS. — All  the  still-briths  notified  are  investigated  with  regard 
to  the  cause  of  the  still-birth,  and  from  these  investigations  those  notified  in  1941 


could  be  classified  as  due  to 

CONDITION  IN  MOTHER. 

CONDITION  IN  CHILD. 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 

18 

Prematurity 

27 

Placenta  Praevia 

5 

Malformations  . 

17 

Prolonged  Labour 

2 

Breech  Delivery 

10 

Syphilis 

2 

Prolapsed  cord 

1 

Cause  not  ascertained 

4 

Abnormally  short  cord 

1 

Cord  around  neck 

1 

31 

57 

— 

— 

MATERNAL  DEATHS.— During  1941,  2  deaths  were  registered  as 
resulting  from  childbirth  or  diseases  or  accidents  of  pregnancy,  giving  a  maternal 
mortality  rate  of  0.98  per  1,000  live  and  still-births.  This  rate  of  maternal  mortality 
is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  St.  Helens.  The  deaths  were  registered  as  : — 

(1)  Generalised  Peritonitis  following  Abortion. 

(2)  Eclampsia. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN.— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — During  the  year  13  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were 
notified.  The  final  diagnoses  of  the  13  cases  were  : — 


Generalised  Peritonitis  .  1 

Localised  Pelvic  Infection  .  6 

Mastitis  .  2 

Bronchitis  .  2 

Sub-acute  Appendicitis .  1 

Influenza  .  1 
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The  case  of  Generalised  Peritonitis  developed  after  a  3  months’  miscarriage, 
and  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  the  cause  of  the  abortion.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  hospital  but  died.  All  the  other  cases  recovered. 

Of  the  cases  notified,  4  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  2  at  the 
St.  Helens  Hospital,  and  1  at  the  Providence  Hospital.  6  cases  were  nursed  at 
home. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— 9  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but 
one  of  these  was  not  a  true  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  as  the  child  was  5  weeks  old 
when  notified.  Of  the  remaining  8  cases,  7  were  treated  at  home  under  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  arrangements  with  the  District  Nursing  Association,  1  of  the  7  cases  being 
later  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  8th  case  was  admitted,  immediately 
the  disease  manifested  itself,  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  cases  recovered  with 
vision  unimpaired. 

Pemphigus. — 7  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  occurred  in  5  midwives’ 
practices.  The  7  cases  occurring  were  nursed  at  home  by  the  District  Nursing 
Association.  All  midwives  concerned  were  suspended  from  duty  and  their 
premises,  clothing  and  instruments  disinfected. 
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Other  Infectious  Diseases. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
ases  of  infectious  diseases  which  occurred  in  children  under  5  years  of  age,  and 
he  deaths  resulting  therefrom. 


Under  1  year 

. -  - 

1 — 3  years 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

4 

1 

72 

Diphtheria . 

3 

1 

67 

6 

Measles  . 

36 

— 

290 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

102 

7 

566 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

7 

1 

HOME  NURSING  AND  HOSPITAL  ARRANGEMENTS.— The 

rrangments  with  the  St.  Helens  and  District  Nursing  Association  for  the  home 
ursing  of  cases  remained  as  in  previous  years.  During  1941  the  following  cases 
rere  attended  by  district  nurses  under  these  arrangements  : — 


Measles  and  contacts  . 

8 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

8 

“  Sticky  eye  ” 

10 

Pemphigus  and  contacts 

12 

Maternity 

16 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

Chickenpox  . 

1 
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Beds  are  also  available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  cases  requiring  hospital 
'eatment  and  during  the  year  4  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  2  cases  of  measles,  15 
ases  of  whooping  cough  and  2  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  admitted 
)  that  Hospital. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MID  WIVE  S  .—During  the 
ear  23  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within  the  Borough.  Of 
lese  10  were  in  private  practice  and  13  were  municipal  midwives.  In  addition 
2  midwives  were  employed  at  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital 
ad  7  in  the  Maternity  Block  of  the  St.  Helens  Hospital.  Notifications  were  also 
iceived  in  respect  of  these. 

Inspections  of  private  midwives  were  carried  out  on  28  occasions  by  Medical 
Ifficers  and  the  Inspector  of  Midwives  paid  87  routine  visits  and  23  special  visits 
>r  the  purposes  of  inspection  and  supervision.  Visits  of  inspection  of  the  muni- 
:pal  midwives  were  also  made  on  23  occasions  by  Medical  Officers  and  on  341 
ccasions  by  the  Supervisor. 


During  the  year  the  private  and  municipal  midwives  attended  1,068  cases 
s  midwives  and  were  in  attendance  on  236  cases  as  maternity  nurses. 

In  their  capacity  as  midwives  they  found  it  necessary  to  call  medical 
ractitioners  to  their  assistance  on  308  occasions.  The  reasons  for  sending  and 
le  number  of  occasions  in  which  medical  assistance  was  required  weie  as  follows  . 
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Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives 

1068 

Number  and  percentage  in  which  medical  assistance 

was  obtained 

308 

(28.8%) 

Reasons  for  medical  assistance  : — 

(a) 

For  abortions  and  premature  labours 

39 

(  3.6%) 

(b) 

For  ante-natal  illnesses 

19 

(  1-7%) 

(c) 

For  difficult  labour 

68 

(  6.3%) 

(d) 

For  suturing  the  perineum,  expelling  the 

placenta,  excessive  haemorrhage,  etc. 

106 

(  9.9%) 

(e) 

For  post-natal  illnesses 

20 

(  1.8%) 

(f) 

For  the  child 

56 

(  5.2%) 

MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE.— The  following  table  gives 
summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service  durin 
1941  : — 

Number  of  cases  attended — 

as  midwife  .  810 

as  maternity  nurse  93 


Number  of  live  births  . 

Number  of  still  births  . 

Number  of  abortions  . 

Number  of  cases  in  which  midwife  sent  for  medical  assistance 
Supervisor’s  visits  to  midwives’  homes  and  inspection  of  records 
and  equipment  . 

The  present  staff  consists  of  13  midwives  and  1  Supervisor. 

HEALTH  VISITING. — The  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  b 


health  visitors  during  the  year. 

To  expectant  mothers  : — 

(a)  First  visits  .  691 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  .  1202 

To  infants  under  one  year  : — 

(a)  First  visits  .  2023 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  .  8023 

To  children,  aged  one  to  five  years  .  22713 


Total  Visits  .  34652 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES.— There  are  three  private 
maternity  homes  registered  in  St.  Helens.  These  have  been  periodically  inspectec 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  During  the  year  140  maternity  cases  were  deliverec 
in  these  homes. 

In  the  maternity  block  of  the  St.  Helens  Hospital,  363  cases  were  delivered 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. — Clinics  for  children  under  5  years  o 
age  are  held  at  11  sessions  weekly  at  6  centres.  In  October,  the  premises  a 
St.  Teresa’s  Parish  Hall,  Sutton  Manor,  were  requisitioned  by  the  Government 
and  new  premises  for  the  Sutton  Manor  Clinic  were  found  in  the  building  in  Jubit: 
Lane,  formerly  used  as  the  Sutton  Manor  Infants’  School.  These  premise: 
consist  of  a  combined  waiting  and  weighing  room,  and  a  doctor’s  room,  and  have 
been  found  satisfactory. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  during  1941  are  shown  in  Table  12:’ 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children 
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Ending  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  and  also  in  the  total  number  of  attend- 
t  es  made  by  all  children  under  5  years  of  age.  This  decrease  may  be  attributed 
:he  fact  that  during  the  latter  half  of  1941,  many  more  women  and  particularly 
others  of  young  children,  entered  industry.  In  the  majority  of  such  cases,  the 

Ildren  have  been  left  in  the  care  of  grandmothers  or  other  older  relatives,  and 
lough  the  children  could  not  be  said  to  be  neglected,  these  relatives  have  other 
|  ies  to  attend  to,  and  consequently  cannot  bring  the  children  to  the  clinics  as 
;  m  as  is  desirable. 

During  1941,  37  mothers  attended  the  Test  Feeding  Clinic  where  their 
meral  condition  and  reaction  to  lactation  are  investigated,  so  that  the  infant  may 
i  ive  the  utmost  benefit  from  successful  breast  feeding.  Here  again  the  number 
nothers  who  kept  their  appointment  was  small  and  disappointing.  The  modern 
dency  to  wean  the  child  on  to  artificial  food,  without  full  investigation  of  the 
pe  of  breast  feeding,  is  detrimental  both  to  the  mother  and  to  the  child.  In  25 
he  cases  which  attended  this  special  clinic,  breast  feeding  was  fully  re-established. 
7  cases,  complementary  feeds  were  necessary,  and  in  only  5  cases  was  it  considered 
isable  to  resort  wholly  to  artificial  feeding. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. — Special  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  6  times 
Ikly  at  5  centres.  In  55.05%  of  the  total  notified  (live  and  still)  births  during 
ll,  the  mothers  had  attended  one  or  other  of  these  clinics. 

In  an  ante-natal  clinic,  the  majority  of  the  patients  are  normal,  and  the 
Ei  ieral  attitude  of  the  staff  at  the  clinics  aims  at  conveying  to  the  expectant  mothers 
tonfident  expectation  of  normality  at  their  confinement.  This  policy  has  been 
fnd  to  have  a  good  psychological  effect  on  the  mothers  attending,  as  evidenced 
ij  the  number  of  mothers  who  attend  the  clinics  in  successive  pregnancies, 
nongst  the  mothers  attending  in  only  72  (6.5%)  cases  were  major  ante-natal 
fects  discovered.  These  were  :  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  26,  Contracted  Pelvis 
i  Cardiac  Disease  16,  Phthisis  4,  Malpresentation  4,  Epilepsy  2.  Minor  defects 
covered  included  cases  of  Dental  Caries  200,  Varicose  Veins  67,  Anaemia  29, 
mminuria  25  and  Scabies  35. 

GYNAECOLOGICAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINIC.— This  Clinic  is 
d  once  a  week  at  the  Town  Hall  Centre,  and  serves  a  four-fold  purpose  : — 

(a)  for  general  examination  of  women  about  6  weeks  after  confinement ; 

(b)  for  detection  and  treatment  of  minor  displacements  of  the  uterus  ; 

(c)  for  the  early  detection  of  cancer  ; 

(d)  to  give  advice  on  Birth  Control  methods  for  medical  reasons. 

During  1941,  148  post-natal  patients  made  154  attendances,  and  86  gynae- 
ogical  patients  made  412  attendances— the  total  being  234  patients  making 
>  attendances. 

Of  the  148  patients  who  attended  for  post-natal  examination,  101  had  made 
:omplete  recovery  from  their  confinement,  and  47  needed  treatment  for  the 

owing  conditions  : — 

10  for  misplacement  of  the  uterus. 

29  for  anaemia. 

4  for  bronchitis. 

1  for  pyelitis. 

1  for  phthisis. 

1  for  chorea. 

1  for  epilepsy. 

66  patients  attended  for  gynaecological  reasons,  such  as  misplacement  of 
rus,  haemorrhoids,  sterility?  pyelitis,  dysmenorrhoea  and  menorrhagia.  5  of 
s  number  were  found  to  be  pregnant  and  were  referred  to  the  ante-natal  clinics, 

1  7  who  were  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  were  referred  to  the  Venereal 

.ease  Treatment  Centre. 


24 


20  patients  were  given  advice  on  Birth  Control  methods  for  the  following 
reasons  : — 

10  for  renal  disease. 

4  for  repeated  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

3  for  profound  anaemia  and  debility. 

3  for  cardiac  disease. 

SUNLIGHT  CLINIC. — Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Artificial 
Sunlight  Clinic,  and  109  children  made  1870  attendances  during  the  year.  The 
children  are  referred  from  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  for  treatment  for  rickets, 
marasmus,  anaemia,  failure  to  gain  weight,  coeliac  disease,  infantile  paralysis,  and 
debility.  As  the  general  climatic  condition  in  1941  v/as  wet,  dull  and  cold,  these 
children  made  up  their  lack  of  natural  sunlight  by  attending  this  clinic,  with 
good  results. 

Table  12. 


Attendances  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


1940 

1941 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

No.  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were  : — 

(i)  under  1  vear  of  age  . 

1284 

1233 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  . 

720 

650 

Percentage  of  notified  births  represented  by  the 
number  of  children  who  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  under  1  year  of  age . 

67.90 

61.3 

Number  who  attended  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were — 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age  . 

1159 

1104 

(n)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  . 

2146 

1680 

No.  of  attendances  by  children — 

(i)  under  1  year  of  age  . 

13390 

10046 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  . 

2788 

2713 

Test-feeding  Clinic. 

No.  of  nursing  mothers  who  attended  . 

46 

37 

No.  of  attendances  . 

55 

42 

Ante-natal  Clinics. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  . 

1277 

1106 

No.  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  . 

5422 

5217 

Percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still) 
represented  by  the  number  of  expectant 
mothers  who  attended  either  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  the  Ante-natal 
Clinics  . 

64.43 

55.05 

Gynaecological  and  Post-natal  Clinic. 

No.  of  Mothers  who  attended  . 

270 

234 

No.  of  attendances  . 

675 

566 

Sunlight  Clinic. 

No.  of  Children  who  attended . 

93 

109 

No.  of  attendances  . 

1398 

1870 

Toddlers’  Clinics. 

No.  of  Toddlers  who  attended  . 

1008 

690 

No.  of  attendances  . 

1975 

1579 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. — The  accommodation  at  the  Coun¬ 
i’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital,  Cowley  Hill,  is  20  beds  for  maternity 
‘ses  and  32  cots  for  children,  and  the  year  1941  was  once  again  a  busy  one  for  the 
)spital.  Admissions  to  the  maternity  wards  during  the  year  numbered  531  and 
there  were  17  patients  in  hospital  on  the  1st  January  the  total  number  of  maternity 
ses  dealt  with  was  548.  Included  in  this  number  were  59  patients  admitted  for 
ite-natal  treatment.  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  all  patients  in  the  hospital 
as  14.1  days.  The  number  of  deliveries  during  the  year  was  464,  and  in  these 
onormalities  requiring  special  care  and  attention  were  present  in  131  cases, 
ne  maternal  death  occurred,  due  to  Pulmonary  Embolism.  There  were  32  still- 
rths,  and  12  infants  died  within  10  days  of  birth. 

On  the  children’s  side  of  the  hospital,  118  children  were  admitted  during 
ie  year,  and  with  10  who  were  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  made  a  total  of  128 
:commodated  during  1941.  More  than  half  the  children  admitted  during  the 

Biar  (78  cases)  were  for  care  and  attention  whilst  the  mothers  were  in  hospital, 
f  those  requiring  medical  attention  nearly  one  half  were  cases  of  Marasmus. 

WAR-TIME  NURSERY.— On  3rd  March,  1941,  the  St.  Helens  Cor- 
J  oration  War-time  Nursery  was  opened  at  24  Hall  Street.  The  house  is  rented 
id  consists  of  two  storeys  and  a  basement.  The  ground  floor  is  comprised  of  a 
ont  room  containing  six  cots,  a  middle  room  which  is  used  as  a  dining  room, 
id  a  kitchen,  back-kitchen  and  larder.  Upstairs  the  front  room  and  middle 
oms  communicate  with  one  another  by  a  door,  and  form  a  play-room  for  the 
ddlers.  The  back-room  on  this  floor  has  been  set  aside  as  a  staff  room,  and  the 
ithroom  and  lavatory  are  also  on  this  floor.  The  basement  has  been  converted 
Lto  an  air-raid  shelter,  and  is  equipped  with  bunks.  There  is  accommodation 
>r  thirty  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years.  When  it  was  first  opened,  the 
ursery  was  available  only  for  children  of  mothers  who  were  working  on  munitions 
:  other  Government  work.  Later  in  the  year,  this  ruling  was  amended,  so  that 
ie  children  of  mothers  who  were  working  in  any  capacity  were  admitted.  The 
sursery  is  open  from  6-30  a.m.  to  9-0  p.m.  seven  days  a  week,  and  is  staffed 
y  a  Matron  and  Assistant  Matron  who  are  trained  nurses,  and  four  Nursery 
'elpers.  The  children  are  given  three  meals — breakfast,  dinner  and  tea,  and  their 
iet  is  carefully  supervised  so  that  an  adequately  mixed  diet  is  taken.  On  ad- 
lission  they  are  medically  examined  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
id  are  later  examined  periodically,  so  that  any  defects  may  be  pointed  out  to 
ie  mother,  and  remedied.  From  March  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  average  daily 
tendance  was  13.7. 


At  first  the  attendance  was  surprisingly  low,  and  the  demand  for  accom- 
lodation  was  small,  but  as  more  and  more  mothers  entered  industry  the  number 
icreased.  Those  children  who  attended  regularly  showed  evidence  that  they 
ad  benefited  by  the  regular  supervision  of  their  daily  routine,  and  their  mothers 
ere  appreciative  of  the  care  which  had  been  taken  of  their  children. 

CONSULTANT  SERVICES.— These  remained  as  in  previous  years. 

MILK  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS.— During  the  year,  the  National 
Lilk  Scheme  was  continued,  and  the  majority  of  the  mothers  and  children  in 
t.  Helens  have  availed  themselves  of  this  scheme.  The  liquid  milk  is  distributed 
trough  the  various  local  dealers,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  dried  milk  is  dis- 
ibuted  through  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  This  National  Milk  Scheme 
is  worked  satisfactorily  in  St.  Helens,  and  the  majority  of  the  babies  fed  on  the 
ational  dried  milk  have  thrived  on  it.  It  is  considered  unfortunate,  however, 
tat  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no  control  over  the  sources  of  supply  of  the 
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liquid  milk.  In  cases  where  the  babies  cannot  digest  the  National  dried  milk, 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  special  brands  of  dried  milk  obtainable  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics.  During  the  year,  approximately  52  cwts.  16  lbs.  of  dried  milk 
were  disposed  of  through  the  Council’s  scheme  for  milk  for  mothers  and  infants, 
and  of  this  8 If  lbs.  were  issued  free  and  575-|  lbs.  at  less  than  cost  price. 

STERILE  MATERNITY  OUTFITS. — Owing  to  the  war-time  restric¬ 
tions  of  supplies,  these  outfits  are  no  longer  available,  so  that  expectant  mothers 
have  perforce  to  make  their  own  outfit  for  the  confinement.  Instruction  in  the 
making  of  these  is  given  by  the  domiciliary  midwives,  and  at  the  ante-natal  clinics 

MINOR  AILMENTS  AND  DENTAL  DEFECTS. — During  the  year 
8  children  received  treatment  for  minor  ailments  and  198  mothers  and  25  childrer 
received  dental  treatment  at  the  Council’s  Clinics.  Mothers  in  need  of  dentures 
are  supplied  with  these  at  cost  price,  and  toddlers  may  be  supplied  with  spectacles 
when  these  are  required  for  the  treatment  of  squint. 

CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. — A  complete  record  of  the  work  of  the  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Clinic  is  given  in  Table  13  in  the  Orthopaedic  Section  of  the  Report. 

From  that  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Service,  209  crippled  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  dealt  with.  Six  cases 
were  admitted  to  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital  for  operative  treatment 
and  2  cases  were  admitted  to  Eccleston  Hall  Sanatorium. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION.— Particulars  are  given  in  the  following 
statement  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  were  receiving  children 


for  reward  at  31/12/41  9 

Number  of  children  : — 

(a)  On  the  Register  at  1/1/41  .  8 

(b)  Admitted  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  8 

(c)  Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year — - 

(i)  Left  the  Borough .  3 

(ii)  Legally  adopted  1 

(iii)  Returned  to  relatives  2 

(iv)  Over  age  .  1 

—  7 

(d)  Who  died  during  the  year .  . ; .  — 

(e)  On  the  Register  at  31/12/41  9 


The  children  were  inspected  regularly  throughout  the  year  by  the  Health: 
Visitors,  who  are  also  child  protection  visitors,  and  all  were  found  to  be  well  carec 
for  and  living  under  satisfactory  conditions. 


IX.— ORTHOPAEDICS. 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  Ortho- 
edic  Department  remained  as  in  previous  years,  and  a  summary  of  the  work 
luring  1941  is  given  in  Table  13.  Table  14  shows  the  cases  treated  classified 
cording  to  their  defects. 


Table  13. 

Record  of  work  under  Orthopaedic  Scheme  during  the  year  1941. 


1  uberculous 
Cases 

Maternity 

and 

Child  Welfare 
Cases 

Non- 

tubercular 

School 

Children 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register,  1st  January,  1941  . 

22 

142 

336 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  during  1941  . 

5 

67 

126 

Number  of  old  cases  seen  during  1941  . 

22 

142 

336 

Number  who  attended  for  consultation  only  . 

— 

— 

Number  discharged  cured  or  improved  . 

1 

18 

56 

Number  discharged  showing  no  material  improvement 

— 

— 

— 

Number  ceased  to  attend,  over  age,  etc . 

5 

55 

113 

Cases  transferred  to  Education  Account  . 

30 

— 

Cases  transferred  to  Tuberculosis  Account  . 

— 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment  at 

end  of  1941  . 

23 

105 

322 

Attendances  to  see  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  . 

59 

273 

686 

Attendances  for  intermediate  treatment  . 

88 

712 

4776 

Visits  to  Homes  by  Orthopaedic  Nurse  . 

237 

71 

131 

Cases  treated  in  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital  : 
Myrtle  Street  . 

1 

1 

Heswall  . 

— - 

5 

8 

Cases  treated  in  Leasowe  Open-Air  Hospital  for 

Children  . 

6 

— 

— 

Cases  treated  in  Royal  Southern  Hospital  . 

I 

— 

2 

Cases  treated  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  treated  in  Eccleston  Hall  Sanatorium . 

17 

9 

2 

? 

imt 

Total  number  of  days  of  Institutional  Treatment 

4602 

575 

813 

28 


Table  14. 

Defects  treated  under  Orthopaedic  Scheme  during  1941. 


Defect 

Tuberculous 

Cases 

Maternity 

and 

Child  Welfare 
Cases 

Non- 

tubercular 

School 

Children 

Infantile  Paralysis  . 

— 

7 

44 

Other  forms  of  Paralysis  . 

— 

13 

35 

Rickets  . 

— 

45 

42 

Congenital  deformities  . 

— 

40 

35 

Acquired  foot  deformities  . 

88 

126 

Traumatism  . 

— 

12 

Arthritis  . 

— 

1 

1 

Postural  defects  . 

— 

— 

126 

Miscellaneous  . 

Tuberculosis  : 

— 

15 

41 

(a)  Spine  . ,  . 

12 

— 

— 

(b)  Hip  . 

10 

— 

— 

(c)  Knee . 

■a 

— 

— 

(d)  Ankle  . 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Others  . 

4 

_ 

— 

Total  . 

29 

209 

462 

X.— WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 


There  were  206  Blind  Persons  on  the  Blind  Register  for  St.  Helens  on  the 
1st  January,  1941,  and  this  number  increased  by  5  to  211  during  the  year.  The 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1941. 


Age  distribution  : — 


Age 


0—4 

5—15 

16—20 

21—49 

50—69 

70- 


years 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


10 

4 

55 

84 

58 


Total 


211 


Educational  and  occupational  distribution  : — 


Infant  .  — 

Education — At  school  .  6 

Not  at  school  .  j 


29 


Employment — Employed  (Workshops  or  Home  Workers 

Scheme)  .  26 

Employed  (Working  on  own  account)  9 

Under  training  1 

Not  training  but  trainable .  3 

Unemployable  .  162 

Trained,  but  unemployed  — 

All  provision  for  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  local  blind— with  the  exception 
rtf  that  of  blind  children  under  two  years  of  age,  and  the  education  of  children 
af  school  age  and  vocational  training — is  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation 
y  the  St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 


XL— POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

The  arrangements  for  institutional  treatment  remain  as  before  ;  the  Council 
training  their  agreement  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  the  treatment 
ef  cases  at  the  County  Hospital,  Whiston.  Table  15  shows  the  number  of  persons 
9l  receipt  of  institutional  relief  on  medical  grounds  on  the  1st  January,  1942,  and 
so  the  number  of  rate-aided  persons  in  mental  hospitals. 


For  outdoor  medical  relief  the  town  is  divided  into  five  medical  relief  dis- 
icts,  for  each  of  which  there  is  a  part-time  District  Medical  Officer.  During  the 
2  months  ending  31st  March,  1942,  883  medical  orders  were  issued  and  there 
as  an  average  of  212  persons  on  the  permanent  medical  relief  list.  During  the 
3ime  period  7,614  prescriptions  were  completed  by  the  chemists  in  connection 
. : ith  the  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Table  15. 


Establishments  in  which  persons 
were  relieved. 

Men 

Women 

Children 

between 

3  and  16 
years  of 
age 

Infants 
under  3 
years 
of  age 

Total 

(A).  In  Poor  Law  Establishments  : — 

County  Hospital,  Whiston  : 

(a)  Sick  wards  . 

14 

23 

7 

4 

48 

(b)  Persons  suffering  from  mental 
infirmity  and  certified  under  the 
Lunacy  Acts  or  the  Mental  De¬ 
ficiency  Acts  . 

43 

38 

81 

(B).  In  Establishments  not  administered  under 
the  Poor  Law  Acts  : — 

(a)  Establishments  for  persons  suffering 
from  mental  infirmity,  excluding 
persons  maintained  in  Mental 
Hospitals  . 

1 

1 

Other  Establishments  for  the  Sick 

4 

5 

— 

— 

9 

(C).  In  Mental  Hospitals  administered  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  : — 
Rate-aided  persons  . 

116 

135 

__ 

—  — 

251 

Totals  . 

178 

201 

7 

4 

390 

Dental  cases  are  treated  at  the  Council’s  Dental  Clinic,  the  work  being 
arried  out  at  a  special  evening  session  held  weekly.  74  cases  were  treated  during 
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the  year  at  that  Clinic.  To  13  of  these  dentures  were  also  supplied,  and  in  6  cases 

dentures  were  repaired. 

\ 

Cases  with  eye  diseases  or  defects  are  treated  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
at  either  the  St.  Helens  Hospital  or  the  Providence  Hospital. 


XII.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — There  is  a  municipal  abattoir  with 
cold  stores  attached,  but  as  stated  in  my  annual  report  for  last  year  this  has  since 
January,  1940,  been  in  sole  use  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  connection  with  their 
scheme  for  the  Control  of  Meat  and  Livestock.  The  inspection  and  supervision 
of  all  meat  at  the  Abattoir  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Corporation’s  Abattoir 
Superintendent,  who  is  a  qualified  meat  inspector. 

Table  16  gives  details  of  the  results  of  such  inspection. 

The  agreements  with  the  St.  Helens  Retail  Butchers’  Buying  Committee 
and  the  North  Western  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association  Limited  for  the  use 
of  the  Cold  Stores  at  the  Abattoir  were  continued  throughout  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  Public  Abattoir  there  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in 
the  Borough.  This  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only,  but  owing  to  the 
operation  of  the  scheme  for  the  control  of  meat  and  livestock  its  use  has  been 
temporarily  discontinued. 

During  the  year  licences  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  were 
renewed  to  25  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  Public  Abattoir  and  2  additional 
licences  were  granted. 

The  arrangements  for  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  other  foodstuffs  in 
the  borough,  and  of  the  premises  in  which  they  are  prepared  or  sold,  remained  as 
in  previous  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  164  premises  were  registered  under  Section  127  of 
the  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat,  fish  or  other  food  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  sale. 

During  1941,  4781  visits  were  made  by  Inspectors  to  shops,  stalls,  and  other 
places  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored,  as  compared  with  4244  visits  during 
1940.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  covered  by  these  visits. 
Further  details  are  given  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Report. 


Premises 

Visits 

No.  of 
offences 
against 
Acts, 

Orders,  &c. 

No.  of 
nuisances 
or 

defects 

found 

No.  of 
nuisances 
or  defects 
remedied  after 
service  of  notice 

Fried  Fish  shops  . 

439 

47 

50 

49 

Fishmongers  and  Greengrocers 

1030 

17 

20 

19 

Butchers’  shops  . 

720 

16 

13 

13 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

244 

3 

2 

5 

Bakehouses 

391 

101 

96 

92 

Tripe  Boilers,  etc. 

104 

3 

3 

3 

Food  Preparing  and  Storing  Places 

532 

7 

8 

8 

Grocers’  Shops 

1211 

156 

148 

152 

Public  Houses,  Beer  Houses,  etc . 

90 

38 

45 

45 

Table  16. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Public  Abattoir. 

Cattle, 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

1025 

3171 

905 

16199 

2878 

^Number  inspected  . 

1025 

3172* 

905 

16201* 

2878 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

_ 

23 

5 

15 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  . 

221 

876 

4 

1213 

471 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis 

21.5% 

28.3% 

2.10% 

1 

7.5% 

16.7% 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

W  hole  carcases  condemned  . 

4 

41 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

89 

1589 

4 

184 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  . 

9.0% 

51.3% 

•05% 

— 

6.4% 

*  Of  these  numbers  one  cow  and  two  sheep  killed  elsewhere  were  brought  to  the  abattoir 

for  inspection  purposes. 


The  following  are  the  total  quantities  of  various  classes  of  foodstuffs  which 
ere  condemned  at  the  abattoir  or  in  shops,  etc.,  during  the  year,  owing  to  being 

Diseased  or  unsound  : — 

Meat .  139680  lbs. 

Canned  Goods  .  12572  lbs. 

Fruit .  2703  lbs. 

Fish  .  1473  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  .  2393  lbs. 


Total 


158821  lbs. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. — Thirteen  infringements  of 
4e  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  were  found  during  the  year.  These 
nainly  referred  to  premises  requiring  whitewashing  or  with  unsuitable  receptacles 
)r  trimmings  and  refuse. 

In  all  instances  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  remedied  after  service 
f  notice. 

Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Acts,  1928-1931. 

here  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  registered  for  the  cold  or  chemical  storage 
f  eggs. 

No  infringements  of  the  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking 
Eggs)  Regulations,  1930,  were  found  during  the  year. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926.— During  the  year,  2981  inspections  were 
nade  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  Orders  made  under  this 
i.ct,  and  dealing  with  the  marking  of  imported  foodstuffs,  were  being  complied 
vith.  On  6  occasions  warnings  were  given  regarding  minor  infringements. 
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MILK  AND  MILK  PRODUCTS. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1928.-- -At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 
registered  : — 

7  persons  as  cowkeepers  and  wholesale  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

1  person  as  cowkeeper  and  wholesale  purveyor  of  milk  ; 

7  persons  as  cowkeepers  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ; 

330  persons  as  purveyors  of  milk  ;  and 
56  premises  as  cowsheds  or  dairies. 

A  total  of  583  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  these  premises 
during  the  year.  Serious  infringements  of  the  Order  are  now  few,  and  in  no 

instance  was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  &  1938. — The  following 

licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  during 


the  year  : — 

Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  £  Tuberculin  Tested  ’ 
in  respect  of  the  establishment  at  which  the  milk  is  produced  and 
bottled  .  1 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “  Accredited  ” 
in  respect  of  the  establishment  at  which  the  milk  is  produced  and 
bottled  .  6 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “  Pasteurised  ” 
in  respect  of  the  establishment  in  which  the  process  of  pasteurising 
is  carried  on,  and  in  respect  of  any  shop  or  other  establishment  from 
which  the  milk  is  sold  2 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  from  an  establishment  (not  being  the  establishment  at 
which  the  milk  is  produced  and  bottled)  .  3 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation  “  Pasteurised  ” 
in  respect  of  establishments  (not  being  establishments  at  which  the 
process  of  Pasteurising  is  carried  on)  5 


No  fees  are  charged  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  licences  granted  under 
this  Order. 

Biological  Examination  of  Milk. — In  the  routine  examination  of  milk 
supplies,  94  samples  were  sent  during  the  year  for  examination  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli  by  guinea-pig  inoculation  tests. 

Positive  evidence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  found  in  11.7%  of  the  samples 
as  compared  with  3.1%  in  the  previous  year. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. — In  addition  to  the  samples  of 
milk  taken  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli,  58  samples  were  also  taken  for 
examination  for  bacterial  count  and  the  presence  of  coliform  bacilli  and  for  the 
methylene  blue  reduction  test. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  show  that  of  6  samples  of  tuberculin 
tested  milk,  no  sample  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  required  by  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  nor  contained  bacillus  coli  in  1  /100th 
millilitre.  Of  14  samples  of  accredited  milk  1  (7.1%)  failed  to  satisfy  the  methy¬ 
lene  blue  test  and  in  2  (14.2%)  samples  bacillus  coli  was  found  in  1/1 00th  millilitre 
or  less. 

Of  19  samples  of  ungraded  milk  from  accredited  producers  8  (42.1%) 
failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  and  12  (63.1%)  contained  bacillus  coli  in 
1/ 100th  millilitre. 
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Of  19  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  13  (68.4%)  contained  bacteria  in  excess 
f(lf  100,000  per  millilitre  and,  therefore,  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  set  for 
nch  samples. 

Examination  of  Milk  for  the  Presence  of  Phosphatase. — Five  samples 
if.7  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  phosphatase. 

All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  have  been  properly 
aasteurised. 

IMilk  in  Schools  Scheme. — All  milk  supplied  to  schools  under  the  Milk- 
i- Schools  Scheme  is  carefully  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  and  frequent 
imples  are  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  for  examination  for  bacterial 
mtamination. 

The  milk  now  supplied  is  either  raw  milk  for  which  the  producers  hold 
traded  licences,  or  milk  for  which  pasteurisers’  licences  have  been  granted. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  1941  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  .  249 

Number  reported  below  standard  1 

2.  Samples  examined  for  Bacterioligical  cleanliness .  27 

Number  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  21 

3.  Samples  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  26 

Number  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  Nil. 


If,  upon  examination,  a  sample  of  milk  is  found  to  contain  evidence  of 
:3ibercular  infection,  approval  of  the  supply  is  immediately  withdrawn  and  arrange- 
|  tents  are  made  by  the  Department  for  an  alternative  supply  to  be  provided, 
approval  is  also  withdrawn  where  two  or  three  consecutive  samples  show  excessive 
I  acterial  counts  or  coli  content. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. — The  following  are  the  particulars  at  the  end  of  , 
941  of  registrations  under  the  St.  Helens  Corporation  Act,  1933,  of  manufacturers 
nd  vendors  of  Ice  Cream  and  the  premises  used  by  them  : — 
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110 

31 

110 


Manufacturers  and  Vendors 
Vendors  only 


Premises  for  manufacture  and  sale 
Premises  for  sale  only 


A  total  of  244  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

6  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  01 
liese,  5  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  and  could,  therefore,  be  considered  to  have 
quailed  the  standard  set  for  accredited  milk  as  regards  general  bacterial  content, 
dl  but  one  of  the  samples,  however,  contained  coliform  bacilli  in  l/100th  millilitre. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.— During  the  year,  275  formal  samples  and 
46  informal  samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 

The  natures  of  the  samples  taken,  with  the  results  of  examination  by  the 
'ublic  Analyst,  are  shown  in  Table  17. 
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Particular  attention  was  paid  to  food  substitutes  placed  on  the  market  since 
the  outbreak  of  war.  32  samples  of  various  substitutes  were  analysed  during  the 
year  and  of  18  formal  samples  9  were  found  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  claims- 
made  for  them.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  6  of  these  samples 
and  in  ail  cases  convictions  obtained — in  one  case  with  a  fine  of  £20  and  costs 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  instituted  some  control  of  these' 
substances  by  licence  and  this  has  reduced  the  number  now  on  the  market. 


Table  17* 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1941  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  the  results  of  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst. 


ARTICLE 

Number  of 
samples  taken 

Num 

gene 

ber 

line 

Nun 

adulte 

iber 

rated 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Baking  Powder  . 

8 

1 

8 

l 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Blackcurrant  Syrup 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cereals 

28 

5 

28 

5 

— 

— 

Cocoa  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat  . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  . 

8 

2 

8 

2 

— 

- — 

Condiments  . 

10 

1 

10 

1 

— - 

— 

Confectionery  . 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Fruits,  Spices,  etc. 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Drugs  . 

Egg  Powder  and  Egg 

8 

23 

8 

23 

— 

— 

Substitutes  . 

6 

5 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Jams  and  Jellies 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lard  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lemon  Substitutes . 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Lime  Juice  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine  . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Milk . 

130 

81 

128 

81 

2 

— 

Milk  Products . 

Onion  Powder  and  Onion 

3 

2 

3 

2 

— 

-  \ 

Substitutes  . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Orange  Subsitutes  . 

Potted  and  Tinned  Meats 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

and  Fish  . 

6 

5 

5 

5 

I 

— 

Sausages  . 

9 

2 

8 

2 

1 

— 

Stuffing  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Suet  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar  Substitutes  . 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Tea  . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  bruit,  etc . 

2 

5 

2 

5 

•  - 

— 

Tonic  Wines  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Tripe  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

-  1 

Wine  and  Spirits,  etc . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

275 

146 

261 

138 

14 

8 

In  addition  to  the  above,  249  informal  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  schools 
under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  were  examined  by  means  of  the  Gerber  Tes 
in  the  Department’s  own  Laboratory. 
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The  appended  statement  shows  the  results  of  legal  proceedings  taken  in 
vises  of  adulterated  samples. 


I 


Sample 

No. 

871 


1410 


i  141 1 


Article. 

Pure  Lard 

Orange  Substitute 

Egg  Substitute 


1470 
d  1475 


-if 


Lemon  Substitute 
Egg  Powder 


Adulteration  and  result  of  proceedings. 

Consisted  entirely  of  lard  substitute.  Fined  £ 2 
and  costs. 

Deficient  in  Vitamin  C.  Dismissed  on  payment 
of  costs. 

Contents  of  packet  stated  to  be  equivalent  in  use 
to  12  eggs,  whereas  analysis  revealed  the  contents 
were  equivalent  to  not  more  than  3f  eggs. 
Dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 

Absence  of  vitamin  C.  Fined  £\  and  costs. 

Consisted  of  egg  substitute.  Adulterated  with 
substances  other  than  dried  egg  to  the  extent  of 
97%.  Fined  £1  and  costs. 

Consisted  entirely  of  wheat  flour  flavoured  with 
a  little  onion  flavouring,  and  contained  no  dried 
onion  or  vitamin  C.  Fined  £10  and  costs. 

False  statement  on  label.  Consisted  of  a  coloured 
and  flavoured  solution  of  Tartaric  Acid  and 
contained  no  Vitamin  C.  It  was  stated  that  the 
contents  were  the  equivalent  of  16  squeezed 
lemons.  Vendor  fined  £2.  Supplier  fined  £20 
and  costs. 

In  six  other  instances  the  vendors  were  warned  by  the  Health  Committee. 

The  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

The  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. — 

Jo  infringements  of  any  of  these  Regulations  were  found  during  the  year. 


1478  Onion  Powder 


1  1112  Lemon  Substitute 


Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations. — All  samples 

Iubmitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  also 
xamined  for  the  presence  of  preservatives.  One  infringement  of  these  Regulations 
vas  found  during  the  year  and  a  warning  was  given  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. — 8  informal  samples  of 
^rtilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  1941,  and 
/ 11  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

No  infringements  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  labelling  were  found  during 
he  year. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933.— At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
32  persons  entered  in  the  Local  Authority’s  list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell  poisons 
hcluded  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List.  The  number  of  premises  concerned  was  45. 


A  total  of  88  visits  was  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  against  two  persons  for 
elling  poisons  without  their  names  being  entered  in  the  Local  Authority’s  list. 
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In  one  instance  a  fine  of  £ 2 .  Os.  Od.  and  costs  was  imposed  and  in  the  other  the, 
case  was  dismissed. 

Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. — On  the  7th  August,  1941,  the< 
Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  received  the  Royal  Assent.  This  Act  amends' 
in  certain  respects  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  prohibits  advertisements 
relating  to  certain  diseases,  and  requires  disclosure  of  the  composition  of  medicines. 

In  two  instances  legal  proceedings  were  taken  for  offences  against  this  Act 
during  the  year.  The  offences  consisted  of  taking  part  in  the  publication  of 
advertisements  for  the  treatment  of  Diabetes,  Tuberculosis  and  Bright’s  Disease, 
and  a  fine  of  10/-  was  imposed  against  the  vendor  in  each  case. 

BAKEHOUSES. — There  are  97  bakehouses  in  St.  Helens  and  mechanical, 
power  is  employed  in  53  instances. 

391  visits  of  inspection  to  the  various  bakehouses  were  made  during  the, 
year  and  40  sanitary  defects  were  found,  of  which  36  were  remedied  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. — Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.— 

No  animals  from  dairy  herds  in  the  Borough  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  -Order. 

Anthrax. — Three  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax  were  reported  during  the> 
year.  In  no  instance  was  the  disease  confirmed. 

Swine  Fever. — Three  cases  of  suspected  Swine  Fever  were  reported  during; 
the  year.  In  no  instance  was  the  disease  confirmed. 

Markets,  Sales  and  Lairs  Order  of  1925.— There  are  two  markets  for 
the  sale  of  animals  in  St.  Helens.  One  of  these  is  situate  behind  the  Royal  Raver- 
Hotel,  Church  Street,  and  the  other  between  5  and  21  Parr  Street.  The  former 
is  now  little  used. 

In  each  case  the  lairs  used  in  connection  with  these  markets  are  licensee 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


XIII.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER.— It  is  not  now  permissible  for  particulars  of  any  sources  of  public . 
water  supply  or  mains  to  be  referred  to  in  publications. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  supervision  of  the  pollution  of  rivere 
and  streams  in  St.  Helens  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  construction  of  the  Haresfincf 
intercepting  sewer  and  the  alterations  to  the  sewerage  scheme  in  Ravenhead  Roac. 
both  of  which  were  referred  to  in  my  annual  report  last  year,  have  now  been  com¬ 
pleted. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — 24  pail  closets  were  converted  to  thc< 
fresh  water  carriage  system  during  the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  still 
105  pail  closets- and  282  privy  middens  serving  104  and  291  houses  respectively 
There  are  also  43  pail  closets  and  4  privy  middens  at  various  schools  and  works. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is 
fried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department.  There  are  no  refuse  disposal 
4rks,  all  refuse  other  than  salvage  being  disposed  of  by  tipping.  The  only  tip 
Bpresent  in  use  is  the  Kurtz  tip. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  0L  THE  AREA. — The  total  number  of 
gits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  was  29,310.  The  nature 
J3these  inspections  is  shown  in  Table  18,  and  Table  19  contains  a  list  of  the  notices 
b:  ved  and  the  results  of  such  notices. 
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Table  18. 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  during  1941. 
Complaints  of  Nuisances. 


ir  Number  of  Complaints  Investigated  : — 

1 .  Housing  Defects  . 

2.  Choked  and  Defective  Drains  . 

3.  Emission  of  Smoke . 

4.  Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

5.  Miscellaneous  . 


681 

637 

1 

3 

186 


Inspections  re  Sanitation  and  Food  Supply  : — 

Dwellinghouses  inspected  . .  1 1 50 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  1 85 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings .  88 

Common  yards,  back-roads  and  passages . . T .  460 

Horse-Manure  Middensteads  .  388 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  439 

Fishmongers’  and  Greengrocers’  Shops  .  1050 

Butchers’  Shops  . . .  720 

Grocers’ Shops  .  1211 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  244 

Shops  Act,  1934  .  126 

Public  Houses,  Beer  Houses  etc .  90 

Pharmacy  &  Poisons  Act,  1 933  88 

Factories  (with  Mechanical  Power) .  306 

Factories  (without  Mechanical  Power)  .  223 

Bakehouses  .  391 

Offensive  Trades  .  104 

Food  Preparing  and  Storing  Places .  532 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  91 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  6 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .  583 

Testing  Drains  . 106 

Ashes  Receptacles  .  329 

Samples  of  milk  and  other  foodstuffs  for  chemical  analysis .  678 

Samples  of  milk  products  for  bacteriological  and  biological  examination  .  163 

Samples  of  Water  procured  for  bacteriological  examination  .  15 

Conversions  .  4 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders  . 67 

Enquiries  re  Brokers’  Licences  .  26 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  .  12166 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  .  158 

Pigsty  es . 140 

Enquiries  re  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  .  242 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  2490 

Additional  visits  arising  out  of  the  present  emergency  . .  4251 


29310 
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Table  19. 

Number  of  defects  for  which  notices  were  served  during  1941  and 

results. 


% 


Subject  of  Notice 

Pre¬ 

liminary 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Number 

complied 

with 

Number 

outstanding 
at  end  of 
year 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Dampness  arising  from  defective  roofs,  eaves- 
gutters,  rainwater  pipes  and  pointing  . 

917 

479 

1003 

385 

Defective  and  choked  drains,  closets, 

cesspools,  etc . 

961 

190 

1006 

199 

_ 

Absence  of  proper  sinks  . 

24 

13 

34 

24 

— 

Unsatisfactory  house  refuse  accommodation 

107 

6 

27 

585 

— 

Unsatisfactory  vard  paving  . 

34 

17 

35 

10 

— 

Ditches  require  cleansing  . 

3 

— ■ 

6 

3 

— 

Flooded  condition  of  cellar  . 

7 

— 

2 

5 

— 

insufficient  water  supply . 

5 

1 

5 

— 

— 

Dwelhnghouses  to  be  whitewashed . 

6 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Filthy  condition  of  premises  . 

38 

— 

55 

23 

— 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 

42 

3 

38 

27 

— 

Keeping  of  animals,  etc . . 

12 

— 

9 

3 

— 

Other  housing  defects  . 

911 

477 

819 

457 

— 

Miscellaneous  . 

93 

29 

63 

97 

— 

Contraventions  of  : — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  . 

43 

5 

54 

1 

_ 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  . 

5 

— 

1 

4 

— 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1 924  . 

13 

— 

13 

— 

— 

Merchandise  Marks  Act.  1926  . 

6 

— 

5 

1 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937  . 

90 

— 

71 

87 

— 

Shops  Act,  1 934  . 

44 

— 

37 

60 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  . 

284 

— 

290 

94 

— 

3645 

1220 

3577 

2067 

— 

Referred  to  other  Departments  : — 

Choked  street  gullies,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Engineer  . 

Waste  of  water  reported  to  Water  Department  . 

Dangerous  structures  reported  to  Borough  Engineer . 

Escapes  of  coal  gas  reported  to  Gas  Engineer  . 

Choked  or  defective  sewers  reported  to  Borough  Engineer  . 

Unauthorised  erections  reported  to  Borough  Engineer  . 

Choked  drains,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Engineer  (Corporation  Property) 

Housing  Defects  reported  to  Housing  Manager  . 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  of  Air  Raid  Shelters  reported  to  Borough  Engineer 


50 

290 

32 

29 

31 

1 

11 

23 

26 


During  the  year  637  complaints  of  choked  drains  were  made  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  Of  this  number  381  drains  were  freed  from  obstruction  by  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  serving  notices 
upon  the  owners. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT.—As  in  previous  years  observations  on  atmo¬ 
spheric  pollution  were  carried  out  with  the  deposit  gauge  situated  in  the  yard  of 
the  School  Clinic,  Claughton  Street. 

FACTORIES. — No  defects  were  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
during  the  year,  but  as  the  result  of  Sanitary  inspections  59  instances  of  want  ol 
cleanliness  and  23  instances  of  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  were 
dealt  with. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED 

BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  5  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough,  consisting 
J  ‘  3  tripe  boilers,  1  gut  scraper  and  1  rag  and  bone  dealer. 


During  the  year  104  visits  were  paid  to  premises  of  this  nature. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc. — So  far  as  is  known  to  the  Department  there 
ne  now  no  tents,  vans  or  sheds  in  the  Borough  which  are  being  used  for  human 
Tibitation. 


Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  sites  in  St.  Helens  which  are  used  as 
pmping  sites,  nor  have  any  licences  been  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the 
?;e  of  any  land  or  movable  dwellings  for  camping  purposes. 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings. — There  are  at  present  5  premises  known  to 
lie  Department  to  be  used  as  houses-let-in-lodgings. 

88  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  number  of  premises  registered  as 
[common  Lodging  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5. 

Ail  registered  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  185  visits  were  paid 
hr  this  purpose. 

Byelaws  with  Respect  to  Nuisances. — These  byelaws  have  proved  very 
fcfective  for  the  control  of  pig- keeping.  There  were  31  persons  in  the  Borough 
mown  to  be  engaged  in  the  keeping  of  pigs  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS. — Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

<ct,  1919. — 39  complaints  of  infestation  of  premises  by  rats  were  received  during 
{Le  year.  As  in  previous  years,  it  was  found  that  the  chief  cause  of  infestation  was 
ather  defective  drains  or  sewers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  premises  concerned. 
iThen  these  defects  were  made  good,  no  further  complaints  were  received. 

Shops  Act,  1934  . — In  addition  to  statutory  duties  in  regard  to  the  ventila- 
on  and  temperature  of  shops  and  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences,  the 
anitary  Department  in  St.  Helens  also  takes  responsibility  for  those  provisions 
r  the  Act  relating  to  lighting,  washing  facilities  and  facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals. 


A  total  of  126  visits  were  paid  to  shop  premises  during  1941. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. — 91  visits  were  paid  to  places  of  public 
itertainment  during  1941.  The  condition  of  these  premises  throughout  the 
iar  was  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 


Canal  Boats. — There  is  only  one  canal  in  St.  Helens,  viz.,  the  St.  Helens 
anal,  and  this  has  not  been  used  for  traffic  for  a  number  of  years. 


Mortuaries. — A  public  mortuary  with  post-mortem  room  is  maintained 
tbhind  the  Town  Hall,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
lealth.  During  the  year  47  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary,  and  24  post¬ 
mortem  examinations  were  conducted. 

Arrangements  for  the  Disposal  of  the  Dead.— There  was  no  alteration 
Liring  the  year  in  these  arrangements. 

■  Swimming  Baths.— Indoor  swimming  baths,  situate  in  Boundary  Road, 
:e  maintained  by  the  Corporation.  There  are  two  plunge  baths  and  the  method 
f  purification  of  the  water  is  by  means  of  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Six  samples  of  water  from  these  baths  were  taken  by  the  Department  for 
acteriological  examination  during  1941.  The  results  of  the  examinations  shew 
le  water  to  be  satisfactory  for  bathing  purposes. 
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XIV.— HOUSING. 

A  statement  as  to  the  number  of  houses  erected  with  and  without  State 
assistance,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  regard  to 
housing,  is  given  in  Table  20. 

Table  20. 

Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b))  12 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  6 

(ii)  By  private  or  commercial  enterprise  — 

(c)  Without  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  - — 

(ii)  By  private  or  commercial  enterprise  6 

1  .—Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1150 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  13316 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  1147 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers . 756 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  391 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  312 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  4 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil. 

I 

1 — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : — 

.  A.  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  1254 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  1349 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  9561 

,B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  82 

,  C.  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  41 

.  D.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  nil. 

ii  E.  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con¬ 

ditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report .  nil. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. — Owing  to  the  present  war  conditions  no  houses 

3ere  dealt  with  under  slum  clearance  schemes  during  the  year. 


Re-housing. — The  present  sites  allocated  for  slum  clearance  purposes 
Provide  accommodation  for  4,736  persons  in  964  houses,  and  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  re-housing  to  the  end  of  the  year  3,914  persons  had  been  re-housed  in 
i  )6  houses. 

Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1939. — During 
\  le  year  9  applications  were  received  from  tenants  for  sanitary  certificates  under 
1  le  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts.  Certificates  were  granted  in 
rich  case  and  1  ceitificate  previously  granted  was  rescinded. 


DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES  AND  HOUSEHOLD 
\  FFECTS. — During  the  year  18  Council  houses  were  reported  by  the  Housing 
t  )epartment  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs.  These  were  sprayed  with  a  liquid 
:  lsecticide,  viz.  Solution  “  D  ”. 

14  other  houses  infested  with  bed  bugs  also  came  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary 
::aff  during  the  year.  In  these  instances  the  tenants  were  advised  as  to  the  best 
aethods  of  disinfestation,  including  the  periodic  fumigation  of  the  rooms  with 
t  alphur,  and  periodic  advisory  visits  were  paid  by  the  sanitary  staff  and  the 
remises  kept  under  observation  until  free  from  infestation. 

No  houses  or  furniture  or  household  effects  were  subjected  to  fumigation 
y  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  during  the  year. 


